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Exploratory Class will meet at 1:00 to the end of the school day on the last day of the first two trimesters.  Each class will be approximately ninety minutes long and give students an introduction to whatever topic is being taught.	
Creative Dramatics
Grades:  5-8
Cost:    No cost
Materials Needed:  Students will need to bring one random object that can be used and not returned.  Ex: toilette paper rolls, old CD’s, plastic cups, plates, utensils, pipe cleaners, streamers, old wall paper rolls, paper towel tubes, interesting plastic containers – empty and cleaned, newspapers, magazines
[bookmark: _GoBack]Summary:  Depending on the size of the class, we will play several improvisation games.  Students will also be given challenges and situations, time to plan, practice and then perform their skits for the rest of the class.  
They will also learn basic stage directions and work on basic technique.  At the end we will be using the random objects to create a “prop” that then will be integrated into a final skit.  We will talk briefly about script writing, components of the script, and get a brief introduction into other elements of theatre production.
Tie Blanket
Grades:  K-8
Cost:    Cost of fabric – must be provided by student
Materials Needed:  Students will need 2 pieces of fabric (fleece) of equal size for blanket size they want
Summary:  Make blankets without sewing
No Bake Cooking
Grades:  K- 8
 Cost: $5.00 per student to cover ingredients
No Bake Cooking Summary:   Students will make many different recipes while learning basic cooking skills. They will learn to read and write a recipe, measure dry and wet ingredients and convert measurements. Students will be able to enjoy the dishes they have made in class, and will have leftovers to take home!  Members of this class will also be creating a recipe book to bring home so they can make their favorites over and over.

Bird House
Grades: K-8
Cost: $3.00
Summary:   Oh, how we love our feathered friends! Let's get busy building a decorative bird house.  This fun hands-on class will walk students through the steps of constructing a simple bird house. Students will enjoy assembling and painting their very own bird house.  Students will also learn tips on how to attract birds and features a good bird house needs. We will provide all the needed materials.  Class is open to all ages.

Introduction to Sign Language 
Grades: K-2
Cost: No cost
Summary:  Sign Language introduction:  Using the fun, engaging, and very popular “Signing Times” DVDs, flashcards, and books, we will start with learning the alphabet, and “My First Signs”.  Throughout the year we will work through “Playtime Signs”, “Everyday Signs”, “Family, Feelings and Fun Signs” and “My favorite Things Signs”.  There will be fun activities, songs, and games that go along with the sign language.  

Sock Puppet Theater
Grades: 1-8
Cost: $2.00
Sock Puppet Summary: Students will create and decorate their own sock puppet character. Then working in small groups, they will produce a puppet show. Students will have the opportunity to practice and then present the puppet show to the large group. Each student will leave this class with their own sock puppet!


Whiffle Ball
Grades: 6 - 8
Cost: No cost
Summary: Students will learn how to play and get to participate in a game.

American Sign Language
Grades: 5 -8 (first trimester end)
Cost: No Cost
Summary:  Can you communicate across a loud room?  Have fun learning the basics of American Sign Language.  You could learn a language that your teachers may not know.  

American Sign Language
Grades: 2-4(second trimester end)
Cost: None
Summary: Play games as we learn the basics of American Sign Language.  You could communicate with your friends in a “secret” language.  

Plant Propagation
Grades: 3-8
Cost: $3.00
Students will learn different ways of starting new houseplants using clippings from parent plant (propagation), the names of several plants and the best way to keep them healthy.  This is a hands on program, so be ready to get your hands dirty!

Nature-based Art
Grades: 4-8
Cost: $3
Summary:  This class will give students the opportunity to use nature as their media when creating art.  We will look at Andy Goldsworthy, Patrick Dougherty and others before we explore the wild outdoors.  Dress appropriately.

Introduction to Bookmaking
Grades: K-8
Cost: $3.00
Summary:   This is an introduction to the basic techniques of making books by hand.  We will explore several methods of constructing soft and hard cover books using a range of papers, including our own painted paper.  
Interested students will go home with a hard cover note, sketchbook, or photo display book; finished with decorative paper and a cord or ribbon closure.

Card Making 
Grades: 5- 8 (first tri end)
Cost: $0.00 Students will need to provide their own paper; all other supplies will be provided
Summary:  Students will use their creativity to create different types of cards such as birthday, sympathy, get well soon, congratulations, etc.

Scrapbooking 
Grades: 5-8 (second tri end)
Cost: $0.00 Students will need to provide their own paper, stickers and pictures, all other supplies will be provided
Summary:  Students will use their creativity to create pages for a scrapbook.

Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs
Grades: 1-8
Cost: $2.00
Summary: Cloudy with a chance of . . . ? Welcome to the town of Chewandswallow! Students will listen to the story, Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs, and then create their own town where their favorite things fall from the sky. Students will have the choice to illustrate or write their own poem or short story about their town, OR create a mobile to represent their town. We will conclude by making rain clouds and storm clouds out of graham crackers, marshmallow fluff and chocolate syrup!
(For next trimester…with Mrs. Simmons)
We will explore circle stories, such as If You Give a Mouse a Cookie, for our next session. We will create imaginary creatures like those in Where the Wild Things Are for our last session in the spring.

GPS/Geocaching Basics
Grades: 6-8
Cost:  No Cost
According to the Minnesota State Park system, Geocaching is:  a treasure hunt!  It’s an outdoor activity that combines hiking and exploring using a hand-held Global Positioning System (GPS) to locate either virtual or actual treasure caches.  
This class will be taught with the help of a Naturalist from Fort Snelling State Park.  You will get an introduction into GPS basics and get a chance to use a GPS unit to find selected coordinates.

Magazine Bead Bracelets
Grades: 4-8	
Cost: $2.00 and an old magazine (colorful)
Summary: We will be making bracelets (like the ones from FMSC) using old magazines.  This is something fun and easy to do but with beautiful results.

Just Stick It!
Grades:  K-8
Cost: $5.00 and your own Duct Tape
Summary: When the topic of Duct Tape is brought up you might visualize the silver colored roll your father has tossed in the garage.  You’ve maybe seen its uses as a “redneck fixer-upper”. In this class you’ll create anything from wallets to wild wearables.  So stock up on colorful Duct Tape and unroll your imagination. There are 4 levels of difficulty, levels 1 &2 you’ll need one roll of tape maybe two. Levels 3 & 4 you’ll need two to four rolls.

Scrapbooking/Card Making
Grades: K-4
Cost: $2.00 
Summary:  Students will develop scrapbook pages to add to their personal scrapbooks. Students will also use their creativity to create different types of cards such as birthday, sympathy, get well soon, congratulations, etc. Please bring in two 4x6 pictures that can be cut up. 
Fantastic Football
Grades: 6-8
Cost: Use of gym equipment (footballs, cones, gym space, or outdoor grass), No cost involved
Summary: “Fantastic Football” will be a touch football game with 5 students on each team. A total of 10 participants 6th-8th grade are allowed to sign up. If the weather permits, this exploratory lesson can be taught outside on the grass (This is the preferred location.) Otherwise, this will be taught in the gym.  

Super Soccer
Grades:  4– 8 (first trimester)
Cost: No Cost (using school equipment – cleats optional)
Class Description:  We will start by going over a few soccer skills. Then we will move into small sided games. Depending on the numbers we will end with a full field scrimmage. 

Stepping Stones
Grades:  4– 8 (second trimester)
Cost: $5 and bring stones, shells, beads, etc. for sticking into the stone
Class Description: We will be making stepping/memory stones for the garden out of concrete.  Each stone will have a handprint and date plus beads, etc. for decoration.

Acting Out 
Grades:  1 - 3
Cost:  No Cost
 Summary:  Students will act out the scenes to “Three Little Pigs” and/or “Goldie Locks and the Three Bears”.   Some students will act out the characters and some of the students will act out the props such as the house made of straw that gets blown down.
We will talk about the scene and how to show emotions or moods with faces and body language.  The skit will be recorded and the students will enjoy watching their “Acting Out” creation.

Fun with Fuse Beads
 Grades: K-2
Cost:  $2.00 for materials
Students will make a design craft by patterning and sorting Fuse beads.  We will talk about Fuse beads and how they work.  Look at different patterns you can make. Sort the colors needed to make your pattern or project.
Pizza! Pizza!
Grades:  5-8
Cost: $2.00
Summary: Pizza from scratch. Learn the basics of making dough, sauce, adding toppings, baking and eating!  See if you can form the dough ball into a perfect pizza shape.  Are you brave enough to give it a toss?
Jam Session
Grades: 5-8 and you must have experience playing guitar, bass or drums.  This is not a beginner class.
No Cost
Fun, excited, rock n rollers wanted!  Want to experience what it’s like to be in a band, write a song, or just play in a band setting?  Look no further!  You bring the axe; we help you bring the rock.  Chord charts will be provided with time to practice so we can get the most out of our jam session!  If you have a guitar or bass, please plan on bringing it.  Amplifiers and drums will be provided.


------Detach and return to your advisory/classroom teacher by Tuesday, Sept.  27-------------
STUDENT NAME__________________________________ Teacher_____________GR.______
List your choice for classes in order of preference:
End of 1st TRIMESTER
1st Choice _____________________________ COST_________
2nd Choice___________________________
3rd Choice___________________________
4th Choice___________________________
End of 2nd TRIMESTER
1st Choice _____________________________ COST_________
2nd Choice___________________________
3rd Choice___________________________
4th Choice___________________________

Attach a check payable to Kaleidoscope Charter School for the cost of your two first choice classes.  If we have to use an alternative class we will apply the amount to it, refund the difference or ask for balance due.
Students will be signed up for classes on a first come first served basis.  If all choices are filled by the time their slip is returned then students will be placed in classes with remaining spaces available.
Registration for classes will be confirmed via email by your child’s advisory/classroom teacher by September 30. 
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